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NOTIFICATION
Sub : Declaring February 9" of every year as Bonded Labour System
Abolition day in the State of Karnataka,- Regarding

%%

The Right against exploitation is enshrined in Article 23-24 of the Indian constitution. Forced
labour, human trafficking and child labour are punishable offences in accordance with law. Article
23(2) also makes Bonded Labour unconstitutional. The Parliament of India has enacted the Bonded
Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976, which clearly states that Bonded Labour System is inhuman
and a criminal offence. The Act came into effect from 9.2.1976 with the assent of the President of
India. Since then, the Act is being implemented by the respective Deputy Commissioners and other
authorised officers in all the states of the country. The Central Government from time to time have
sent guidelines and Standard Operation Procedure to all State Governments for identifying, releasing

and rchabilitating the people working under this system.

Though the state of Karnataka has identified and released a large number of bonded labourers .
There is a need to create awareness among the public, companies and the official authorities
regarding this system. It is for this reason that the Department of Rural Development and Panchayat

Raj. implementing the Bonded Labour Rehabilitation program, is declaring February 9" of every
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year as theBonded Labour System Abolition day through which it intends to generate wide spread
awareness by carrying out following appropriate activities in relevant Government offices, public

places and at the Zilla Panchayat, Taluka Panchayat and Grama Panchayat level.

1. Conducting Pledge programme in all government offices at all levels Pledge: “I solemnly
pledge to endeavour with dedication to make the State of Karnataka Bonded Labour
Free and provide justice to people of vulnerable section of the community. 1 further
affirm that, I shall put sincere efforts to establish equality™:

2. Organizing activities like - rallies, Street Plays, formation of human chains, distribution of
pamphlets, sharing of experience by released bonded labours in co-ordination and co-
operation with Asha Workers, Anganawadi workers and NGOs.

3. Organizing Lecture sessions for officers and officials of relevant departments about Bonded

Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976, violation of Human Rights by legal experts and Judges.

4. Creating awareness through wall writing depicting Bonded Labour System and declaration of
villages as Bonded Labour free through hoardings/wall writings at public places by the Grama
Panchayaths.

5. Organization of District level camps for accomplishing comprehensive rehabilitation of
Bonded Labours and providing the children of Bonded Labourers with educational facilities,
Scholarships etc.,

In view of above, through this notification February 9 of every year is declared as
Bonded Labour Abolition day in the State of Karnataka and is to be celebrated in a
meaningful way to eradicate the practice of Bonded labour system in every form.

(Uma Mahadevan)
Principal Secretary to Government(Panchayat Raj),

Department of Rural Development and Panchayat Raj
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